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Item 1 
 

Proposed decision to be taken by the  
Portfolio Holder for Transport and Planning 

on or after 21 November 2014 
 

1)  Proposed Prohibition of Driving and Revocation of One Way - 
Wood Street 

 
2)  Proposed Waiting Restrictions – Market Hill, Park Lane, High 

Street, Coventry Street, Meadow Road, and Wood Street. 
Proposed Disabled Parking – Market Hill 

 
Recommendations 

  
That the Proposed Traffic Regulation Orders associated with the Southam 
Town Centre Highway Improvement Project, listed below are implemented as 
advertised: 
 

(1) Proposed Prohibition of Driving and Revocation of One Way- Wood Street 
 
(2) Proposed Waiting Restrictions – Market Hill, Park Lane, High Street, Coventry 

Street, Meadow Road, and Wood Street.  
 
Proposed Disabled Parking – Market Hill 

 
 
1.0 Introduction 

 
1.1 These proposals have been advertised and are detailed in the appendix, this 

report considers the objections received. 
 

2.0 Background information 
 

2.1 Following the recent development of the Tesco Superstore sited on the 
outskirts of Southam, funding was made available to Stratford District Council 
through a Section 106 agreement for a Town Centre Highway Improvement 
Project for Southam. 

 
2.2  The aim of the proposed scheme is to improve the links between local 

transport and the shops and businesses within the town centre area of Market 
Hill and High Street. The improvements will create a safer and more 
welcoming environment for both residents and visitors to Southam, with the 
intention of reviving the heritage of this historic market town. 
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3.0 Consultation 

 
3.1 An initial formal consultation was carried out in November and December 

2013 with three public exhibitions held and leaflets delivered to all businesses 
and residents in Southam.  82% of responses were in favour of the scheme. 

 
3.2 Following comments received from shop owners in the Market Hill area, minor           

changes were made to the proposed layout of the parking area on Market Hill 
which were agreed with Stratford District Council and Southam Town Council. 

             
3.3  Traffic Regulation Orders relating to the changes to on-street parking in the 

town centre and to the closure of a section of Wood Street were formally 
advertised in October 2014, in accordance with the statutory procedure. 
Objections have been received, and are summarised below.  

 
4.0 Objections Received 

 
Proposed Prohibition of Driving and Revocation of One Way – Wood 
Street 
 

 Objection (1) - Resident of Daventry Street 
 
 You will be removing vehicles from a street which has no residential 

properties (Wood Street) and increasing vehicles on Daventry Street, a 
predominantly residential street. 

 
To place further traffic movements through the junction of Daventry Street and 
High Street and along Daventry Street without junction improvements or 
additional safety measures is unsafe. The majority of residential properties 
and shops along Daventry Street open directly onto a narrow pavement. 
Increasing further the traffic volumes along Daventry Street compared to the 
existing arrangements at the junction of Wood Street and High Street. 

          
It is disappointing that the County Council has not published other options for 
Wood Street, such as narrowing the High Street carriageway, removing the 
right turn and increasing the width of the footway. This would not only improve 
the existing crossing, remove some of the perceived conflict, but also 
enhance the look of the town centre. 

 
Response 
 
It is accepted that there will be an increase in traffic movements on Daventry 
Street. It is also accepted that footways in Daventry Street are narrow and 
shops and residential properties front straight onto the footway. 

 
However, the closure of Wood Street at High Street end will allow a 
continuous footway to be provided on the main shopping thoroughfare, and 
from the Wood Street car park onto High Street. This is considered to be a 
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safer environment for the majority of pedestrians accessing businesses within 
the town centre. Other options, such as narrowing High Street, have been 
considered, but do not facilitate safe pedestrian movements between Wood 
Street Car Park and the shopping areas along High Street and Market Hill.  

                
Proposed Waiting Restrictions – Market Hill, Park Lane, High Street, 
Coventry Street, Meadow Road, and Wood Street. Proposed Disabled 
Parking – Market Hill 

 
Objections (1-9) - Businesses, and (10) - Resident 

 
Nine objections to the proposals for Market Hill have been received which 
follow the same format.  An additional response from a resident was received 
which addressed the same points, as follows: 
 
(1) The car park is being made too small. 
(2) Concerns regarding the safety of bus users as a result of the introduction 

of the raised area for buses to stop in this location. 
(3) Concerned that the changes could adversely affect businesses and trade. 
(4) Funding has been made available from another major retailer. The 

objectors feel this is in direct competition to the local business community. 
They question whether it could be used elsewhere, rather than on Market 
Hill. 

 
Response 

 
(1) The parking area is proposed to be reduced from 14 to nine spaces, with a 

further three spaces to be provided on High Street - a loss overall of two 
spaces. The current parking arrangements on Market Hill are not in 
accordance with current standards. This scheme aims to provide suitable, 
short term parking for shoppers. Long term parking is available in Wood 
Street Car Park, a short distance away (approx. 200 metres), from where 
access has been improved. 

(2) The location of the existing bus stop on Market Hill has nowhere safe for 
passengers to stand and wait or alight from the bus; this scheme provides 
a safe refuge area for bus passengers. 

(3) There is no evidence available to support or refute the concerns raised 
relating to the potential loss of trade due to reduced parking spaces 
directly outside the shops. 

(4) The funding allocated through the Section 106 agreement specified the 
area of the town centre where this funding must be used. 

 
 

Objection (11) – Petition 
 

A petition signed by 1029 customers of the Seastar Fish & Chip Shop has 
been received. 
 
“We have a final chance to raise our objections to Southam Town Centre 
Council ruining the heart of Southam.  By reducing the car park spaces from 
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14 to 9.  You will have to park at Wood Street to do your banking, picking your 
prescription and convenience of popping in for Southam’s takeaways. 
 
Tesco paying £320,000 to modernise the town should be used wisely, not to 
hinder the use of town centre for Tesco’s benefit.” 
 
Response 
 
The current parking arrangements on Market Hill are not in accordance with 
current standards.  The reduction in spaces has been necessitated by the 
need to improve accessibility and safety for pedestrians waiting for and 
alighting public transport.  The reduction in number of spaces on Market Hill 
will be partly offset by the introduction of three additional spaces on High 
Street in close proximity to the Post Office, Chemist, banks and other local 
amenities.  Pedestrian access to Wood Street Car Park will be improved by 
removing the conflict between pedestrians and vehicles on Wood Street by 
introducing a continuous footway. 
 

5.0 Support 
 
County Councillor John Appleton fully supports these proposals. 
 
Stratford District Council and Southam Town Council are fully in support of 
these proposals. 
 
Letters of Support Received 
 

 A resident of Long Itchington fully supports the following: 
 

• The Closure of Wood Street 
 

• The changes to the bus bay makings on High Street are a good idea and I 
support them 

 
• The additional parking on High Street. 

 
6.0 Financial Implications 

 
6.1 All works associated with these Traffic Regulation Orders will be carried out 

as part of the Southam Town Centre Enhancement Scheme, which is fully 
funded through a Section 106 agreement, and is included in the Capital 
Programme 2014/15. 

 
7.0 Background Papers 

 
 None 
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8.0 Supporting Papers 
 
8.1 Plan of Proposed Traffic Regulation Orders 
8.2 Scheme Proposal 
8.3 Letters of objection, Petition, E-mails, and E-mails of support 
 
 
 
 Name Contact Information 
Report Author Graham Stanley grahamstanley@warwickshire.gov.uk 

Tel: 01926 412076 
Head of Service Graeme Fitton graemefitton@warwickshire.gov.uk 
Strategic Director Monica Fogarty monicafogarty@warwickshire.gov.uk 
Portfolio Holder Cllr Peter Butlin cllrbutlin@warwickshire.gov.uk 
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